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“I was able to get the rebels to come here and play football against
the Kamajors. I am not claiming that this football game ended the
war in Sierra Leone, but I truly believe that it played a part in
reducing the tension in this chiefdom…
…I think that is the power of sport, it breaks down barriers. It enables
people to compete in a controlled environment, and it shows that
people, no matter how large their differences, can act civilly toward
one and other. Here we had two teams who had been trying to kill
one and other, who had probably killed each others friends and
family members, embracing each other. It truly was an amazing
thing”
- Panguma Community Leader, 24 January 2014
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“We

organise a game like
this, and the whole
community comes out. It
gives the young men a
chance to participate in
their favourite sport, but
not only that, it gives us
a platform to engage
them, and the rest of the
community, in what we
are trying to achieve.”
- Panguma Youth Co-ordinator, 11 May
2014

Football as a Livelihood

“[Football] is an escape. Something we can see, but
isn’t really real here. It takes us away from Panguma,
away from Sierra Leone. It gives us something other
than the reality of life here”
- Focus Group Respondent 3

“It is a good way to relax. Most of us don’t have much.
We work, eat and sleep. There is no power here, so
there is not much to do outside of that. If we weren’t
here, we would probably all be at home making
babies”
- Focus Group Respondent 2

“If I have enough money, I will watch
all the games. It is the same for all the
men here, we all watch as many
games as we can”
Focus Group Participant 1

“You said all the ‘men’, and it is all
men here, do women ever come to
watch?”
Me

“Sometimes they do, but seldom.
Football is a mans game”
Focus Group Participant 1

“There is now football played by
women, but it is not really catching on
here. Football is still a mans thing
here, so women don’t really come to
watch”
Focus Group Participant 5

“Even if they wanted to, they usually
have other things to do. Cooking for
their family, or other domestic jobs”
Focus Group Participant 3

“It is hard to live off just the
okada. We don’t make much
money”
- Focus Group Participant 2

“Some days it is enough, but
some days it is nothing…we
just sit here waiting”
- Focus Group Participant 4

“It is not reliable. On a
good day, I eat. On a bad
day, only my pikin
[children] eat”
- Focus group Participant 1

…

“Please wait, just let
us play Mercury”
- Focus Group Respondent 4

“I carry around a notebook.
When I am watching games at
the hospital [social complex], I
take notes about who is
playing well, and who is not,
so I know who to bet on”
- Focus Group Respondent 2

“I think sometimes it is bad. I
don’t have much money, so if
I lose, I might go hungry. But if
I win, I can eat well for
days…maybe even buy some

clothes”
- Focus Group Respondent 7

Conclusion
Sport has the power to:
• Bring people together
• Engage people
• Generate a livelihood

BUT, sport can also:
• be divisive
• Perpetuate stereotypes (gender, age, disability)
• And encourage antisocial behaviour (violence, alcoholism,
problem gambling)

Conclusion
• Scope for further research
• More in-depth analysis of the role sport played in alleviating conflict during
the civil war in Sierra Leone, and the role it continues to play in the rebuilding
process (e.g. amputee football).
• More in-depth analysis of the role sport can play in rural development in
Sierra Leone.
• An assessment of more formal development initiatives, such as the Craig
Bellamy foundation, in Sierra Leone.
• Finding more inclusive ways of integrating sport within development.
• Partnerships with local actors to implement more formal development
initiatives involving sport in rural areas.

