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Education for Wellbeing  
(Post-Education) 
Steve Connor 



Me: 
• Christchurch teacher 
• Taught in Niue – 

student prepared for 
export 

• Disenchanted with 
schooling 

• Interested in 
development 

• If education is not 
about community 
wellbeing then what is 
it for (Gruenewald) 

• Wellbeing=sustainable 
 

 



Community 
Wellbeing 

 
• Livelihood – the 

necessities of life 

• Equality - (Easterlin 
paradox) 

• Happiness –
connectedness with 
people and place 

 
 

 



 

Why consider an 
alternative to formal 
education? 
 

• Education is a vector for 
capitalism. But capitalism 
is about economic growth  
- which is unsustainable 

• Education converts diverse 
local culture to global 
western monoculture 

• Education is  ‘learn to 
earn’ – its about the 
qualification, not learning 

• Education sells the myth of 
equality – yet success 
reflects social status, so it 
promotes inequality  

• Education can disconnect - 
students from their family, 
community and their 
environment 

• Education creates ill-being 



Issue Critique of formal education  Critique of orthodox development 

Colonising, 

deculturalisin 

western 

hegemony 

“War brings genocide but education 

brings culturecide” (Prakash & 

Esteva, 2008:7). 

“The main reason development has failed is 

it has replicated western rather than 

indigenous causes” (Brohman, 1995:128). 

Inequality/ 

poverty 

“Refuse the education system that 

produces inequalities and 

discrimination” (Prakash & Esteva, 

2008:11). 

“Material benefits are confined to the few. 

The rest work in urban margins and 

exploitative settings” (McMichael, 

2008:149).  

Extrinsic 

money culture 

instead of 

intrinsic 

motivation 

“The north uses education to 

maintain elite dominance using the 

myth: private interests equal 

national interests” (Shor & Freire, 

1987:139). 

 “Values matter most to traditional societies. 

They fall apart with monetization” (Goulet, 

1992:468). 

“Economic value disvalues all other forms of 

human existence“ (Esteva, 1992:18). 

Dependency “Education destroys communities 

creating dependency on the global 

economy” (Prakash & Esteva, 

2008:9). 

“Development obliges people to find jobs to 

earn money. This causes dependency” 

(Goulet, 1992:471).  

Disconnect  “Schools disconnect, they divide 

and conquer kids from  their 

families, their traditions, their 

communities, their religions, natural 

allies, interests and adventure, 

creating takers not givers and 

consumers not contributors” (Gatto, 

2009:130). 

“Development causes the displacement of 

traditional values and relationships” 

(Brohman, 1995:133). 

“In the name of development a justification 

is given for bartering away ones dignity and 

self-respect for the privilege of attending to 

the worlds affluent” (Sardar, 1997:37). 

3. The similarity of development critique and education critique 



Postdevelopment – answered critiques of 
development,  what about education? 
 • Features of 

postdevelopment: 
self-determination, 
decolonise imposed  
constructs, re-inhabit 
place, and forming of 
mutual partnerships 

• Therefore the features 
of post-education: 
autonomy, critical 
thinking skills leading to 
deconstructing and 
reconstructing ‘truths’, 
local relevance, and 
mutual partnerships 

• This defines Place 
Based Education (PBE) 

 



Post-development is: 

1. A view of development 
inspired by 
postmodernism 

2. Local autonomy – 
sovereignty, self-
determination 

3. Decolonising – 
dehegemonise, challenge 
universal ‘truths’ and 
imposed constructs 

4. Recolonise – own 
knowledge systems 
(culture, traditions and 
history) and reinhabiting 
place 

5. Localise – local democracy, 
systems and ownership 

6. Partnerships – with 
consistent values 

 



Post-education is: 

• An application of post-
development to Ed 

• practiced under many 
guises eg. place-based 
education (PBE), 
indigenous education, 
non-formal education 
and Ed as SD 

• PBE is to formal 
education as ‘local’ is to 
global (Gruenewald) 

• It does not reject the 
global but rather 
positions the local first 

 



• Tutu RTC Rural Training Centre: 
- provided a good livelihood through self-employment 
- emphasised relationships 
- elevated life in the village 
- promoted wellbeing 
- is an example of indigenous education or PBE or Post-education 

What were the findings at Tutu RTC, 
Taveuni 



Work with Caritas in the Solomon Islands 

 

• Half a million people spread over 150 islands and 85% living rurally 
• Formal education acts as a siphon from the village to the urban 

centres and Wantoks 
• To strengthen 8 RTCs throughout the Solomons through 3 initiatives. 



1. Leadership – skills for principals, DPs and bursars 
2. Train the trainers - in agriculture, carpentry and mechanics 
3. Teaching budgeting skills to the community 



Some discussion points: 
Are models of post-education applicable elsewhere? 
Can western global education create sustainability? 
Is sustainable development an oxymoron? 
Is it time to rethink formal education? 
 

San Isidro - school for the hearing impaired, Guadacanal, Solomon Islands 



 
 

The end … and … 



Thanks for your attentiveness 


