
An exploration into how the Right to 
an Intercultural Bilingual 
Education can Impact on 
Indigenous Peoples. 

The Case of the Shawi Nation in the 
Peruvian Amazon.



Human Rights Based approach

The Right to Education

“…directed to the full 
development of  human 
personality and to the 
strengthening of respect  for 
HR and fundamental freedoms.  
It shall promote understanding, 
tolerance and friendship…”*

Rights of Indigenous Peoples

land, territory & resources, 
culture, respect for way of life, 
language & identity, self –
determination, informed 
consent  

*UDHR Article 26

•International HR instruments as a support
•Responsibilities implied in upholding rights

•Rights holders  citizens
•Duty bearers  states



The realities of intercultural and bilingual 
education in Peru
To what extent is the right to education being respected or 
applied in indigenous communities of Peru? 

Availability

Accessibility

Acceptability

Adaptability



Education as an enabler
In what ways does education contribute to enabling indigenous 
communities in Peru?

Status as first 
class citizens

Tool for assertion 
of identity

Validation of 
knowledge 
system



www.right-to-education.org
www.hrbaportal.org

www.hrea.org

•Importance of intercultural 
education

• Insights into how the right to 
education can be achieved

•Contribute to an existing 
body of knowledge in a 
respectful and inclusive way


