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How can social media conscientize and mobilize Māori to 
engage with politics?

How can social media be used to advance indigenous 
development?





 Theorists - G. Smith (1997); L. Tuhiwai-Smith (1999), Bishop (1999), Pihama 
(2001).

“Intrinsic to Kaupapa Māori theory is an analysis of existing power structures 
and societal inequalities…exposing underlying assumptions that serve to 
conceal the power relations that exist within society and the ways in which 
dominant groups construct conceptions of ‘common sense’ and ‘facts’ to 
provide ad hoc justification for the maintenance of inequalities and the 
continued oppression of Māori” (Pihama cited in Cram, 2001, p.40).
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13 semi structured interviews: Mana party president Annette Sykes, two Mana 
ki Manawatū Facebook page moderators, 10 members of Facebook pages -
Mana Movement, Mana Rangatahi, Mana ki Manawatū and Mana Wairarapa



 Whanaungatanga (relationships): building  and 
maintaining social and cultural networks, 
increasing solidarity within and among 
indigenous movements. 

 Tino Rangatiratanga (self-determination): 
maintaining control over Māori representation, 
space to disseminate Māori perspectives and 
encourage discussion.



 “It’s really awesome to know that there are nations and groups of people who are 
going through what Māori are going through and that there’s solidarity around these 
issues. Not only just with indigenous people but heaps of Pākehā people out there”.

 “It helps us keep in touch with our whānau we haven’t heard from in years, or friends. 
That makes a person feel some self worth about themselves which is good”. 

 “It’s connected me to a broader network of likeminded people…one of the things I’ve 
always thought about politics and Māori engagement is Māori feeling alone. So one 
thing that social media has is a connection with other Mana groups around the country 
and you’re not alone”.



 “It’s a forum for you to get whatever you want to get out there which is what you 
never had before. It gives you more power and it takes it away from them ... They 
have too much power... It gives back the power to the people”.

 “We are not well represented outside of local radio and Māori television stations 
so [social media] is a forum in which Māori do get to speak and not be censored”.

 “Tino Rangatiratanga, by Māori for Māori, so Māori taking control of their own 
destinies…through social media…they’re using that avenue to pursue one’s goals 
and political aspirations”.




