
Military involvement in 
international disaster response

Justin Kemp

Council for International Development (CID)

NGO Disaster Relief Forum (NDRF)



ωForeign military involvementςnot domestic
ωRapid-onset disaster responseςnot post-conflict 

crises or complex emergencies
ωNotŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ΨƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ

Disaster strikes 

Affected government calls for international assistance

Other countries extend offers of international assistance 
ςthis may include the use of military assets

Affected country accepts offer and allows foreign 
military involvement



ΨMilitarisationΩ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ ²ƘƻΚ

Many countries deploy their militaries for disaster response overseas 
and purchase military equipment specifically for international 
humanitarian activities:
ςThis is a growing trend
ςDifferent countries have different approaches

ω USA
ςhas a stated policy of maintaining an active international role 

for its military. 
ςThe USA deployed military assets 15 times in response to 

overseas natural disasters between 2003 and 2006 (mostly 
regional). 

ωCanada,Cuba, Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay: have all 
deployed their militaries for disaster response ςprimarily in the 
region

ω Europe: only to countries outside Europe (imagine German troops 
occupying France again)



ΨMilitarisationΩ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ ²ƘƻΚ

ωNetherlands, UK, France, Belgium, Germany, less so 
Scandinavian states

ωSouth Africa: immediate neighbourhood -ΨŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ 
ǘǊŀƛƴ ƻǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ

ωIndia, China, Japan, Singapore: all have an increasing roles and 
are focused regionally

ωAustralia, New Zealand

ςFRANZ: agreement between Aus, NZ& Franceto work 
together in a response in the south pacific region

ς!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΥ ά!ǎƛŀ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ /ƛǾƛƭ-aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ 
established in 2008



Why do we need militaries for disaster response?

Χ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƛƴƎΥ



Militarisation of disaster response: What?
ω Logistical Assets: Logistical support from strategic airlift to tactical fixed wing and 

rotary airlift, sealift, overland transportation and related support mechanisms and 
personnel. 

ω Medical Assistance: Field Hospitals, technical expertise and equipment, MEDIVAC 
etc.

ω Personnel: Perhaps the largest potential provider of highly disciplined and well 
trained personnel at very short notice to support humanitarian operations.

ω Communications Support: Specialised communications capabilities to support to 
humanitarian operations.

ω Security: An clear role in providing protection for humanitarian aid workers and the 
communities they are assisting in conflict or post conflict situations.

ω Most frequently used:

1. air transport 
2. medical support 
3. expert personnel

Militaries are currently the only source of the 
type of equipment and personnel that is 
essential when there is an emergency and 
lives are at risk



Aceh Tsunami - US Military
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Aceh Tsunami Non-US Military
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ETD: 29 Jan
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