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Population Affected by Cyclone Nargis
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Environmental impacts of
Cyclone Nargis

Some direct environmental impacts-of Nargis:

x Damaged 35,000 ha of natural
and planted mangroves;

x  Pollution of surface
and groundwater sources - 43% of ponds damaged,;

x  Salination and erosion of agricultural
lands - 63% of paddy flooded by storm surge;

x Impact on fisheries by winds & storm surge;
x Sedimentation,;

~ \Waste generation -
debris from shelters, jetties.



Why were the environmental impacts
of Cyclone Nargis so signhificant?

Environment & natural resources underpin livelihoods:

v Agriculture - paddy rice & other cash crops;
v Subsistence home gardens;

v Forest resources -
timber, fuel, food & incomes;

v Fisheries - commercial and subsistence;
v Secondary Natural

resources - based industries

such as fish processing, etc;

v Salt production.



Learning from Cyclone Nargis

The Vicious Circle of environmental degradation,
Hazards and disasters
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