
RESEARCHING COMPLEXITY THROUGH COLLABORATION: CARBON 
FORESTRY IN EAST AFRICA. 



Where to? 

Set a case for the kinds of collaboration useful to 
research of this nature. 

 
Context -  

 Prof Kothari's plenary about representation.  
 
 The context set by Dr McGreggor's “fellowship of 
the REDD”. 
 
Contribution- Discuss some considerations of 
ethics, reflexivity and the link between research, 
policy and practise in these collaborations. 



Geographic imaginaries 



Approaching Complexity.  

Thesis – Explore how carbon forestry projects 
'take place' both 'on the ground' and with 
institutional arrangements. 

Institutional complexity: Multi-scalar 
assemblages. Different actors. Different 
Visions: 

 Un-cordinated National level institutions 

 Politicians within the context of regime survival 

 Local and international Commercial Foresters  

 Carbon developers 

 Local Environmentalists and CSOs 

 International eNGOs 

So how to approach this? 

  



Complex and variegated realities. 

 Anna Tsing – Friction: An Ethnography of 
Global connection (2005).  

 “A wheel turns because of its encounter with the 
surface of the road; spinning in the air it goes 
nowhere. Rubbing two sticks together produces 
heat and light; one stick alone is just a stick. In 
both cases, it is friction that produces 
movement, action, effect.” 

 Her "zone of awkward engagement"--the 
rainforests of Indonesia from the 80s to the 
present.   



Project Distribution 







Collaborations. 

 UCSD – Joint fieldwork with David Mwayafu 

 Contributions to a redd.net conference on  

 CCS – Patrick Bond and Khadija Sharife 

 Academics - 

David Mayafu (Makerere) – Ecotrust; Connor 
Cavanaugh (Noragric) Mt Elgon; Dr Charlotte 
Jjunju (Noragric) - Global Woods, Green 
Resources and Ecotrust; Dr Goran Eklof 
(Norwegian consultant) - Global Woods; Jutta 
Kill (FERN) – Green Resources 

 New Forests and Oxfam 



“What happens when you write books... there's 
just something that drives you to find out 
everything – something begins putting 
everything in your path. There is suddenly no 
such thing as a back road that doesn't lead 
headlong into your obsession”  

 

(Philip Roth: The Human Stain) 



2 examples of Challenges 

 Centre for Civil Society collaboration –  
maintining nuance. 

 

 New Forests and Oxfam – A case of failed 
integration of research-policy-practise  

 

 

 



Reflexivity - Definitions and 
preconceptions 

Giving voice – Let the stories speak for 
themselves to fully appreciate the variegation 
and variety to nuance and flesh out or deepen 
theoretical positions. 

 Legality and illegality. Requires conceptual 
flexibility. 

 'Land Grabbing' – Is insufficiently complex to 
account for local variations. Thinking of the 
'accumulaiton of disposession' is more useful. 

  



Additional thoughts...  

 

Change the focus to look at carbon itself as a non-
human actor which itself exerts agency. Can 
then focus on the ways in which carbon is 
engendred and brought about through the 
messy interactions and collaborations that 
constitute assemblages of actors an their 
resulting projects.   



The emerging picture 

 Conceptualise carbon as a frontier 

 The necessity of seeing the state.  

 A bias towards commercial forestry, both within 
policy and carbon forestry. 

 …. which articulates with a particular politics of 
patronage and regime survival 

 A number of projects acting 'at the periphery of' 
or in accomodation with business as usual. 





Thank you! 


