
VOICES FROM OCEANIA  
ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

Small yet strong in the love 

of God, like Saint Francis of 

Assisi, all of us, … are called 

to watch over and protect 

the fragile world in which 

we live, and all its peoples. 
 

Pope Francis 

 EVANGELII GAUDIUM, 216 



Dawn of the new millennium: Synod for Oceania 

   “the governments and peoples of Oceania ... It is their special 
responsibility to assume on behalf of all humanity stewardship 
of the Pacific Ocean ... The continued health of this and other 
oceans is crucial for the welfare of peoples not only in Oceania 
but in every part of the world.” 

 

  - Pope John Paul II: Ecclesia in Oceania, 2001  

 



 

• Foundational advocacy 
document  

• People’s voice – view 
from grassroots and 
coastal edges 

• Key environmental issues 
witnessed by Caritas’ 
partners and networks 

Purpose of the report  



Sources from across Oceania  



Key issues and themes 

• Rising seas 

• Problems of water supply and quality 

• Changing weather patterns 

• Extractive industries: forestry, mining, drilling 

• Oceanic changes: ocean chemistry, fishing, coral reefs 

 

Looking to the future: restoration and resilience 

 



Coastal erosion 

Pacific people are struggling to protect their land and lives by 
coastal plantings and community-built sea walls. 

 

 

 

Breached sea wall, Kiribati 
Sea wall from giant clam shells, Carteret 
Islands, Papua New Guinea 



“Some have been making sea 
walls from stones – they just 
collect stones and throw them on 
to try to protect the shoreline.  
But that creates more problems. 
... Many times it’s the village next 
door that cannot afford to build a 
wall of stone that will end up 
suffering the erosion.”   

- Fr Denis Revi, Vanuatu 



Water supply  
and quality 

   Safe drinking water is 
playing hard to get: 
pressures of demand and 
contamination; rainwater 
is unreliable.  



 
“There is only one well that they as a 
community rely on and assume that it gives 
them fresher water than the other well, but it 
is still salinated.”  

 

 – Boore Moua, Kiribati 

 



Changing weather 
patterns 

Across Oceania, people are 
reporting warmer and more 
unpredictable weather  

 

Kumala eaten by caterpillars, and 
producing undersized tubers due to 
prolonged rainfall.  



 

 “Animal and fish patterns of 
feeding have changed. They 
are not feeding on things 
that we normally know so 
they can be easily located 
and be caught for human 
consumption.”  

– Fr Dominic Maka,  
Manus Island, Papua New 

Guinea 

 

 



Extractive industries 

Mining, logging, drilling and palm oil plantations are having a huge 
impact in places such as Papua New Guinea, Fiji and Australia. 

Erosion and chemical spills from mining at Nawailevu, Fiji.  



“ along the Fly River ... Now, you go there 
– dead trees, nothing, all gone, because of 
the pollution, the sediment and all this ... 
the people, they have to go much further 
now to get food.” 

 

- Bishop Gilles Côté 

 Daru-Kiunga, Papua New Guinea 

 

 



Oceanic changes 

Fishing at Kapo, Papua New Guinea 

Our ocean’s diversity and 
source of life is threatened  
by a changing chemistry, 
overharvesting, coral-reef 
destruction, offshore mining 
and drilling. 



 

 “It impacts the fishermen – 
they have to paddle further 
offshore because the reef’s 
so murky. There’s no clear 
visibility within the nearby 
fishing grounds.” 

 
- Gregory Bennett,  

Gizo, Solomon Islands 



Kaitiakitanga in Aotearoa 

The Parihaka community strives to exercise kaitiakitanga – 
environmental guardianship – over traditional lands and resources. 



  “The creeks and streams we gathered watercress 
from and swam in 10 years ago are not safe for 
people to swim or eat out of today. We no longer 
gather kai in the traditional places. I would like to see 
my two sons being able to swim in the Ashley River 
again, like I did at their age.” 

 

- Gabrielle Huria, Ngāi Tahu,  

Aotearoa New Zealand 



The past can provide the key 
to the future – for protection 
and restoration. 

 

 

 

The future: restoration 

Community orchard planting – Avondale Community Gardeners 



Traditional farming systems in Tonga 



• A “long emergency”  
- multiple crises of 
economics, environment 
and war.  

 

• What will we require for a 
longer emergency? 

 

 

 

The future: resilience 



Tulele Peisa: 
Navigating new 
waters 

 

 

 

Carteret Islanders, Bougainville 



What needs to be done? 

Warawara forest, 
Northland 



Growing toughness 

Taupata – a tough 
coastal plant of 
Aotearoa, able to 
withstand strong 
winds and salt spray.  


