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Nancy’s Story
“Before the snails came… they had an easy life here.
They easily meet the school fees of the children.
They go and sell the crops in the market and get
money and income. Now it’s very hard… it makes
the life very hard… It’s a really bad experience for
her. She said they don’t want [it] to happen to other
people.”

Q. What changes in livelihood activities and strategies
have occurred in the Solomon Islands as a result of
invasive species?

What are invasive species and why are they a development
issue?
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Findings – Little Fire Ant
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• Stinging hinders garden activities

• Stinging hinders planation work

• Stinging affects social activities

“…it causes a lot of frustration. You don’t
get on well with this one. It’s very
annoyable”

“For me when I get stung in the eye I just
run to the river then go home. That’s it for
the day”

“…nowadays when people talk about
dating, they also talk about the fire ants in
the bush. These days they avoid going on
dates in the forest”

“It stings them in the garden, in the
bananas. Falls in the eye, you cry”

• No impact on production. Some
evidence of positive effects

• No impact on food security

“when the baby cries in bed it has been
bitten by the red ant. That’s the usual
suspect”

Findings – Giant African Snail
Ability to Feed HH (Pillar 1)

Income Generating Activities (Pillar 2)

Other Livelihood Activities (Supports)

• Numbers beyond control

• Production is affected

• Education

“…when it’s raining, you see the snails
are just like gravels on the ground”

“…she is worrying about the betel nut
plantation being affected by the snail
because it’s the main income for her at the
market”

“Since the snail come here they have to
pull out their children from school
because of the shortage in school fees due
to the snails”

• Food security is affected
“Since the snail dispersed here they can’t
rely on the agriculture activity for their
livelihood”
“Sometimes he just wants to give up but
they have to struggle on to survive and
support their families”

• Wontok system
“Before if they harvest one plot of area
they can get 10 bags of 20kg. But now
they can make 2 bags where the snails
have damaged the cocoa”

“Because of the snail they can’t do the
system of exchanging and giving to other
members”

Implications for Development
• Livelihoods are affected by IAS

• Invasive species are a cross cutting
development issue

• “If you are looking at disaster; flood it
comes only once. It comes and goes.
But snail it stays; you don’t know how
many years you continue to feel
effects”

• Awareness of the issue needs to increase • Need for expert assistance
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