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Cuban Medical Cooperation (an overview)

Medical cooperation
Cuban medical cooperation dates back to the first years following Cuba’s 1959 
revolution. In 1960 Cuban doctors were sent to Chile after an earthquake and shortly 
afterward Cuba sent 56 doctors to Algeria to support the newly independent nation. 
Within days of the nuclear disaster in Chernobyl in 1986, Cuba sent over a medical 
team who found that many of the children would require long-term treatment and 
arranged for the children and parents to be treated in Cuba.
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More recent programmes include:
Ebola – Cuba led the international response with hundreds of doctors
Venezuela: Misión Barrio Adentro – more than 20000 Cuban health professionals
Central and South America: Operación Milagro (eye surgery) – more than 3 million 
operations
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Brazil: Mais Medicos: 11000 Cuban doctors - has ensured that every single Brazilian 
municipality now has a primary care doctor 
There are now over 50,000 Cuban health professionals working in 67 different 
countries (with more health professionals than Médecins Sans Frontières, The Red 
Cross and Unicef combined.)
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ELAM
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In the past decade this programme has spread across the Pacific, with Cuban doctors 
in Kiribati, Vanuatu and, most recently, Nauru.
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Perhaps more importantly, hundreds of Pacific Islanders have trained, or are currently 
training as doctors at ELAM. 

Note small numbers but big impact. E.g. in 2017 just 157 doctors in Solomons, but 
soon to be over 100 Cuban trained doctors.
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