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DEVNET PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT FIELD RESEARCH GRANTS
Pacific Development Field Research Grants Regulations





Grant Regulations

[bookmark: _Hlk148279056]The Aotearoa New Zealand International Development Studies Network (DevNet) is making available Development Research Grants (the Grant) to assist postgraduate, early career and mid-career researchers in the Pacific islands to carry out research on development issues.
A. Goal
The goal of the Grant is to support early and mid-career researchers in the Pacific to design and lead the execution of their own research projects in the Pacific, and provide doctoral candidates and masters students studying at Pacific Island universities with the support they require to complete field research for their thesis. 
B. Objectives
The Grant will support Pacific scholars to ensure that development questions important to Pacific island researchers are prioritised. The Grants will allow DevNet to further its intended outcomes of facilitating and supporting Pacific researchers to conduct their own research, and will support new research on international development to become more accessible. 
C. Grant Value
Grants will be valued at:
· Mid-career, Early career researchers	- $4,000 to $6,000
· PhD Students				- $4,000 to $6,000
· Masters students				- $2,500 to $4,000

Costs eligible to be covered by the grant:
· Air, sea, or land transport as appropriate to the context (cheapest available economy fares for inter-island ferries; taxis; buses; domestic flights)
· Safe accommodation at an appropriate and reasonable cost (e.g. guest houses; 3-star hotels)
· Daily allowance of $50 (to contribute towards food and incidental costs)
· Other reasonable costs critical to the success of the research (such as sevusevu/gifts in line with local protocols), venue hire and refreshments for community meetings or workshops related to the research, participant compensation (e.g. small gifts), research permits, mobile phone credit or data for research communication, transcription services, printing of survey tools or of the final report, or survey tools. Please note that capital expenditure is not eligible for this award.


D. Eligibility
To be eligible to apply for a grant, applicants must:
· [bookmark: _Hlk148279173]Have already been enrolled in a Master's and PhD programme, or be an early career, and mid-career staff member in Development Studies or closely-related disciplines at a university or research institution located in the South Pacific region (excluding French and American territories and Pacific people who are studying or working in New Zealand and Australian institutions[footnoteRef:1]) [1: For Pasifika postgraduate students who are studying at New Zealand Universities, please refer to the NZ Postgraduate Development Field Research Awards.] 

· Be of Pacific nationality
· Have received (or will receive prior to commencement) university ethics approval to conduct the research.
Have received (or will receive prior to commencement) approval to conduct research from the appropriate government authorities or communities in which research will be conducted.




E.      Selection Criteria
The criteria used to select the most suitable applications will be:
1. Quality of the Research Proposal.
a. Well-researched and clearly presented
b. Appropriate methodology
c. Feasible plan of execution
2. The potential of the proposed research to contribute to development knowledge, policy, or practice in the Pacific, and its relevance to MFAT’s development cooperation efforts toward the Sustainable Development Goals and Pacific priorities.

3. Recommendation on the capacity of the applicant to carry out the proposed research and their commitment to development (e.g. through previous employment, understanding of country context, experience in country, language capability, support in country, previous study and study visits). 
It is the applicant’s responsibility to check that all documentation is appropriate, up to date and included in the application.
F. Selection
The Selection Panel will consist of at least two academic members of DevNet with expertise in Development Studies representing New Zealand and Pacific Universities. 
The Selection Panel will consider eligible applications as soon as possible after the closing date and will submit recommendations to the DevNet Steering Committee for their endorsement. Applicants will be advised of the results of the Panel’s decisions following ratification by the Steering Committee.
If, in the opinion of the Selection Panel, there are no applications of sufficient merit, then no Grants will be provided.
The decisions of the Selection Committee are final.
G. Tenure
The research supported by the grant must be carried out within six months of receiving the award.

Grant recipients may hold other awards, scholarships and prizes but must be able to demonstrate that the total amount of other funding received towards their field research costs is less than the total budgeted cost of their research.
H. Grant Payments 
Grant payments will be made into the grant recipient’s bank account.

Grant payments will be made in two instalments. The first instalment will be 70% of the value of the grant. This instalment will be paid when the grant recipient has formally accepted the terms and conditions of the grant, all required documentation, as per the eligibility requirements, has been delivered to DevNet, and the grant recipient is ready to commence fieldwork. 

The second instalment will be the remaining 30% of the value of the grant. This instalment will be paid after the field research has been completed and is subject to:
-	delivery of a completed Research Brief that answers the key questions in the template provided,
-	delivery of written confirmation from the grant recipient that the funds have been used according to the research budget.
-	for postgraduate grant recipients, confirmation from the academic supervisor that the research has been conducted according to the Research Proposal.

It is the grant recipient’s responsibility to arrange for this information to be delivered to DevNet and conduct the research within six months of receiving the notice of grant award.

I. Obligations of Grant Recipients
As a condition of acceptance grant recipients will be asked to commit to the following obligations:
1. To seek prior approval from DevNet if there are any changes to: 
a. The location in which the research is to be conducted; 
b. The overall subject matter and objectives of the research, and/or the period of time that you will be conducting the field research (in weeks);
c. The country in which the field research will be conducted.
2. To submit a Research Brief to DevNet, within 4 months after completion of the field research. 
3. Where the completed research publication or dissertation/thesis and subsequent presentations or publications by the grant recipient on their research acknowledges funding from MFAT/DevNet, the work products will also include a statement that the views expressed are entirely those of the grant recipient and do not necessarily reflect the position of DevNet, the New Zealand Government, the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade or any other party.
4. To behave professionally and considerately while conducting research and to avoid any course of action or conduct which would reflect adversely on their country, their institution, DevNet or the New Zealand Government.

J. Administration
This Grant programme is administered by DevNet with funding provided by the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
K. Power to Vary
DevNet may at any time vary or revoke any rules or regulations relating to this Grant programme, consistent with the general purposes of the Grant.
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